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office for the time being. While he was a Privy Councillor, and nothing else, his power was in proportion to the power of the King in Council, and no man set it higher. As soon as the electors of Liskeard chose him. for their member, his power was in proportion to the power of the Lower House of Parliament; which it accordingly became his duty to magnify and. enforce. An immense promotion! There is a story that when some one advised James early in that session " to take down the Lower House a little," he replied (being at the time in a very good humor with them on account of the subsidy just passed) that he was but one King, they were four hundred, and every one a King; and therefore he would let them alone. ' Coke had suddenly risen from being the servant of the one King to be the ruler of the four hundred; and though just now very gracious and complimentary to his former master, was no longer to be "mated" by any caveat from him. But what had become known to him in the confidence of the Council Chamber his oath of secrecy forbade him to reveal without leave; and if of his own knowledge he could have said who the Referees were and what they certified, he did not communicate it, as of his own knowledge, either to the Committee or to the House. The only evidence which could have been produced at the Conference was the verbal statement of Sir Giles Monperson in one case, and of Sir H. Yelverton in the other.
The alleged excuse therefore for omitting to name the Referees seems sufficient; and I cannot find either in the private Journal or the Journals of the House that any sufficient answer was given to it. Both Coke and Phillips made observations, and repeated the statements of Monperson and Yelverton; but, as far as I can make out, they offered no proof beside. And indeed Coke (who spoke so much more indulgently than usual that he almost withdrew the charge which he had himselflways been the assertion and enforcement of the authority of his own                                                                      <
